1:00 pm Friday, January 10, 2014
Aquatic Park Center, 890 Beach St.

DOLCI BY THE BAY
Concert No. 21

Ted Rust, oboe; Viva Knight, piano
Pièce

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

Adagio, molto tranquille

Fauré was a pupil and friend of Saint-Saëns. He spent much of
his career as head of the Paris Conservatoire, where he
championed new music like that of Debussy. Fauré published this
serene little duo in 1920. The same year, he retired from the
Conservatoire and was awarded the Grande Croix du Légion
d’honneur, a high national honor rarely given to musicians.
Sonata for Oboe & Piano
Andantino
Ad libitum — Allegretto — ad libitum
Molto allegro

Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)

Camille Saint-Saëns wrote this joyful oboe sonata in the last
year of his life. Each of its three movements is a tone poem with
its own mood and locale. The first movement, a Barcarolle, paints
a watery scene like our Aquatic Park. Opening calmly, the tempo
increases like an afternoon sea breeze, then returns to calmness.
The second movement suggests a mountain scene in which a
solitary shepherd sounds a horn call across a magnificent valley,
then pipes a lilting Siciliano and closes with a farewell horn call.
The finale is a Fandango, with sounds of frenzied castanets and
the stamping boots of a Gypsy dancer.
Pièce en forme de Habanera
Presque lent et avec indolence

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)

Ravel was a student and protégé of Fauré. His Pièce en forme de
Habanera was composed as a vocalise for bass voice and piano in
1907. Ravel had a lifelong fascination with the rhythms and
passion of Spanish and Gypsy music, popularized in France by
revivals of Bizet’s 1875 opera Carmen. This transcription for oboe
and piano was made during Ravel’s lifetime by the great French
oboist Fernand Gillet.
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