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Sonata in G Minor, BWV 1030b
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Andante — Siciliano — Presto
Bach’s G-minor Sonata for Oboe and Keyboard sonata was published in the 19th century
in a B-minor version for flute and harpsichord, BWV1030a. However, many details of the
scoring and range of the parts suggest that it had been transposed from an oboe piece in
G-minor, BWV 1030b, of which excellent modern reconstructions now exist. In this
sonata, Bach took the unusual step of composing a fully realized part (rather than just a
figured bass) for the keyboard, placing equal importance on the melodic function of both
instruments. It gives the performers an accurate guide to performing a richly constructed
piece with distinct personalities assigned to each musical line, usually one for the oboe
and two, three or even four for the pianist.
Adagio
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Some of Schubert’s most exquisite solo piano works were short compositions like this
one, found among his papers and published posthumously. First published as part of a
set (“Fünf Klavierstücken”), it is now regarded as a separate composition.
Variations on a Theme of Glinka (1878)
Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908)
Patriotic band music became an important genre in the late 19th century, bringing forth
splendid work by John Philip Sousa, Gustav Holst, Edward Elgar, Nikolay RimskyKorsakov and others. Rimsky-Korsakov wrote this introduction, theme and twelve
variations for oboe and military band while serving as Inspector of Bands for the Russian
Army as a recruiting poster for the army of the Tsar, newly reorganized after being
severely beaten by Turkey in the Russo-Turkish War. The opening theme is Michael
Glinka’s transcription of a Russian folk song that is still sung in schools, patriotic events
and choral societies, and so widely known that it can symbolize both the Russian
homeland and the people themselves. The piano transcription by Tamás Sulyok gives
the grand piano an opportunity to show off its ability to imitate a full military band of 32
woodwind, brass and percussion instruments.
	
  

NEXT CONCERT: 1:00 PM MARCH 7
BEETHOVEN & POULENC TRIOS WITH CYNTHIA HANSON, BASSOON

